
To begin, on behalf of all of us who work in the Office of Interna-

tional and Border Programs, I would like to extend a warm wel-

come to all of the new (and continuing) international students to 

New Mexico State University. You come from approximately 80 

countries around the world; you are here to study in one of many, 

many programs that NMSU has to offer; and you have made us all 

feel very good, indeed honored, by having selected NMSU as your 

ñuniversity of choice.ò Our office, the Office of International and 

Border Programs, no longer has anything ñofficialò to do with inter-

national students. However, we want each and every one of you to 

know that we are your friends, and that our doors are always open 

to you. So please stop by, introduce yourselves to us, and let us 

know how we can help. A hearty welcome from all of us! 

 

And now to my reflections on an issue of importance: I have just 

been informed by the American Council on Educationôs Office of International Initiatives and 

the Washington, DC-based Coalition for International Education of the very timely launch of a 

unique and exciting website: www.usglobalcompetence.org. This new website supports a posi-

tion I have been advancing and promoting since my arrival at New Mexico State more than six 

and a half years agoðthat international and foreign language education become a part of the 

core mission of the U.S. education system from K-12 through graduate school. The website 

itself, funded in part by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, was created to celebrate the 

50th anniversary of HEA-Title VI and Fulbright-Hays. 

 

The inaugural website includes links to two very engaging, informative, and worthwhile vid-

eos: Engaging the World: U.S. Global Competence in the 21st Century and U.S. Global Com-

petence: A 21st Century Imperative. The two videos are briefly described below (descriptions 

came from the website itself). Both videos, through historical film clips, moving narrative, in-

depth interviews, and personal anecdotes, make a very compelling case for the need for global 

competence. Faculty who are looking for compelling arguments to convince their students to 

become ñglobally competentò and ñconversantò in a second language need go no further than 

this website. The success of U.S. efforts to engage our friends and adversaries abroad as well 

as our own citizensô ability to achieve significant levels of cultural understanding here at home 

depend on the global competence of our students at all grade levels. 
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Engaging the World chronicles the origins of HEA

-Title VI and Fulbright-Hays programs 50 years 

ago, and showcases beneficiaries who are using 

foreign language skills and international knowl-

edge in a variety of professions in ways that make 

a difference in their work, their lives, and the 

world.  They demonstrate the importance of global 

competence in a working world where diversity, 

global engagement and competition are the norm. 

 A 21st Century Imperative makes the case that U.S. 

global competence in the 21st century is not a luxury, 

but a necessity. Whether engaging the world, or our 

culturally diverse homeland, the United States' future 

success will rely on the global competence of our peo-

ple. Global competence must become part of the core 

mission of educationðfrom K-12 through graduate 

school. 

 

In addition to the two videos, the website features thirteen 

brief interviews (video clips) with Title VI/Fulbright-Hays 

beneficiaries currently using their knowledge and expertise 

both here at home and abroad. The interviewees work in such 

varied and diverse fields as education, peace keeping and 

military operations, diplomacy, business, healthcare, and in-

ternational peace.  All videos are viewable online and 

downloadable for use in classes or community forums. 

  

Additionally, the website includes valuable information on a 

symposium held in March of this year in the U.S. Senate 

Dirksen Office Building in Washington, DC. The American 

Council on Education and the Coalition for International Edu-

cation sponsored a Global Symposium entitled ñCritical Chal-

lenges in an Unpredictable World: Implications for U.S. En-

gagement.ò The symposium showcased a small portion of the 

vast scholarship associated with Title VI and Fulbright-Hays 

programs, featuring speakers who offered insights into current 

global political, social, economic, and cultural forces to assist 

our national policy makers and inform ordinary citizens and 

the media. 

  

And finally, the site includes links to information on the Title 

VI/Fulbright-Hays programs and related U.S. Department of 

Education online resources. As we begin a new semester here 

at NMSU, I recommend www.usglobalcompetence.org as a  

Globalization Awards 

The Office of International and Border Programs 

(OIBP) is now accepting Globalization Award nomi-

nations. OIBP provides up to three awards per aca-

demic year to NMSU faculty, staff, students and indi-

viduals from the community. The award recognizes 

individuals whose actions and deeds promote interna-

tional understanding, cooperation, involvement, and 

development. For more information about the awards 

call 646-4528 or submit nomination to Ida Baca at 

MSC 3567 or at ibaca@nmsu.edu, indicating who you 

want to nominate and describing in one or two pages 

what the person has done and/or is doing internation-

ally to warrant the award and include a copy of their 

CV/resume. Nominations will be accepted through 

March 15, 2010. If you would like to review the list of 

past recipients, please go to our website at http://

www.nmsu.edu/~ip/pages/GlobalizationAward.html  

2008-2009 Globalization Award Recipients;  

Richard Phillips and Kristi Drexler with Dean 

Everett Egginton  

useful teaching tool and resource for faculty, K-12 

educators, parents and students, government policy 

makers, indeed for everyone who believes, as I do, 

that global competence is not only desirable, itôs 

an imperative in todayôs world.  
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Confucius Institute Activities 

The Confucius Institute will host a talk by Dr. Katherine 

Carlitz , Assistant Director of the Center for Asian Studies 

at University of Pittsburgh on September 10th at 7:30 pm in 

Hardman Hall room 212 . The topic of her discussion will 

be ñMartyred Wives and Dangerous Mothers-in-Law: 

Strange Cases from the Ming Dynasty.ò The public is 

invited. 

 

On September 30th the Confucius Institute will be holding a 

major talk by Professor Shi Yinhong from Peopleôs Uni-

versity in Beijing. As part of the NMSU ñYear of Sustain-

ability,ò Dr. Shi, who is Director of Peopleôs Universityôs 

Center for American Studies, will speak on ñChinaôs Rise 

and Sustainability Development.ò His talk is scheduled 

for 7:30 pm and the location has not yet been determined. 

For additional information, please contact the Confucius 

Institute at 646-1818. 

 

Chinese Language and Culture 

 
 

Members of the Confucius Institute at New Mexico State University 

Teachers of Chinese as a Second Language Team celebrate completion 

of their orientation with Professors Mao Zhuoliang and Elvira 

Hammond, Co-Directors, and Dr. Martha Rowe of the Music Depart-

ment who led a lively session on ñUsing Your Classroom Voice.ò Top 

Row: Wang Yang, Li Mingna, Mao Zhuoliang, Elvira Hammond, Mar-

tha Rowe, Luo Qian, Chen WeiBottom Row: Zhu Shunmei, Liu Junna, 

Xing Zheng, Rao Xiaofei, Wang Jinyun; Bottom Row: Zhu Shunmei, Liu 

Junna, Xing Zheng, Rao Xiaofei, Wang Jinyun 

 

 

 

The Confucius Institute at NMSU has been providing Chi-

nese language instruction in the public schools of southern 

New Mexico since the spring semester of 2008, starting 

with Hatch Valley High School and Alma dôArte Charter 

School for the Arts in Las Cruces.  In the fall of 2008, 

Tombaugh Elementary School inaugurated Chinese lan-

guage for first through 3rd graders, adding kindergarteners 

in the spring. 

 

This year the Confucius Institute has teachers in three ele-

mentary schools (Tombaugh, Desert Hills and Hillrise), and 

one high school (Alma dôArte), serving almost two thou-

sand students.  The elementary teachers will visit all the 

classrooms in their schools once or twice each week, teach-

ing the children about both the language and the culture of 

China.  The high school teachers are team-teaching Chinese 

1 and 2, using materials provided by the Chinese Council 

on Chinese Language.  We also have two Chinese teachers 

at NMSU (through our universityôs exchange program with 

the Shijiazhuang Language and Cultural Studies College), 

teaching beginning and intermediate Chinese while earning 

their Masters Degree in the College of Education. 

 

Our teachers are either English as a Second Language or 

Chinese teachers at the college level in China.  Through the 

auspices of the Chinese Council these teachers were se-

lected after a rigorous application process. They partici-

pated in orientation both in China and here at NMSU.  Top-

ics of their orientation sessions included everything from 

physical exercise and voice training to a short history of the 

American public schools and lessons on how to ñHokey 

Pokeyò - and other creative movement fun for elementary 

classrooms.  Throughout the course of the year they will 

continue professional development with specialists from the 

Las Cruces and Gadsden Public Schools and will attend 

several conferences on teaching Chinese as a Second Lan-

guage.  They will also be sampling the cultural traditions of 

New Mexico during their yearlong stay at NMSU. 

 

 


